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The use of Irony in the Chopin’s story of an hour
The Irony in the Chopin’s story of an hour is used to critically describe oppression and lack of happiness in marriage with no single joy of freedom. In literary work irony is very vital device that gives a story a couple of turns and twists that are not expected in the story. Irony involves the use of words in expressing different event that is often opposite of literal meaning. In the story of an hour by Kate Chopin we see a couple of irony.  Three types of irony that the author uses are verbal, situation and dramatic irony.
Situational irony is used in this story to reveal the reactions of Mrs. Mallard after her husband dies. For example Mrs. Mallard see herself to have free soul and fee body only to come learn later that her husband is alive after escaping train accident. She is actually pleased and this is a reaction that is not expected to people who have lost their beloved one as she gets the news about her husband’s death she wept once and suddenly stops. It seems she is very happy instead of being sad after she learns the death of her husband. This is an indication that, she is now able to enjoy freedom after the death of her husband. She is seen to be very sad in the house and goes upstairs and stays in the room alone.  The surrounding of bad news like death is usually gloomy and dark but this does not happen to Mrs. Mallard as everything appears to be friendly and warm. We expect her to be feeling depressed and saddened but this does not happen.  
The story tells us that, this lady is never sad after losing her man. In facts she is feeling relieved and sees that beyond death of her man and bitter moment she will have a good procession in coming years. Now, it is evident that, despite the death of her husband Mrs. Mallard remains happy and as such she is looking forward as sees freedom in her life. By reading the story we learn the way she weeps and claims to weep for three quarter of this story. However, she stops when she realizes her freedom has come. As she cried throughout her marriage with no happiness Mrs. Mallard cries no more and after funeral realizes that she will live like an independent lady. In the story the moments where we get Mr. Mallard living and Mrs. Mallard dying is a situational irony. It is ironical to have someone who is supposed to be dead waling.
The dramatic irony always is seen where the readers are able to know more about the story than characters. The dramatic iron in the story of an hour by Kate Chopin has been used in explaining oppression in marriage. In this case, Mrs. Mallard tells no one about what she is going through in her marriage. It was just assumed it was just a happy marriage. Dramatic irony in this story is seen where the moment Mrs.’ mallard is alone in the room and she realizes. She realizes her freedom and becomes happy that he is no longer bound to a man and thus she feels free to so what she wants. 
In the house we have a woman known as Josephine who though Mrs. Mallard would become sick and says to her “I beg; open the Door You will make you sick” (Chopin 188) little did she know that Mrs. Mallard was very fine. In this scenario there is both situational and dramatic irony as Josephine get worried about someone who is just fine and contemplating how good the life will be without her husband. The incident where Mrs. Mallard dies of heart attack after realizing her husband is alive is a good dramatic irony and as doctors come, they report are death as caused by heart disease. In this story Mr. Mallards says “Honey I am home”. Mrs. Mallard has nothing to say rather that shouting “Eeeeh! And as such she becomes thrilled and dies. Here Mrs.  Mallard dies of shock after he sees Mr. Mallard back. People now believe she has died due to happy shock after learning her husband is still alive but now this kind of shock leads into sadness as well as disappointment in the family. The doctors confirm that she dies due to full joy.
 The verbal irony is also seen the story of an hour by Kate Chopin especially in its title “The story of an hours”. To start with the title words of this title describes a story taking place in the shortest time possible but in real sense the story seem to lifetime event where Mrs. Mallard who is the main character does through sadness, grief, hope and happiness and the same time. This all happens in one hour. Quiet number of things happens through the title of the story 
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